Methods
The present study took place from 2010 through 2012 at LECOM. Included in the study were students enrolled in LECOM's PCSP program. Participants were excluded if they did not graduate from the program. As with all curricular pathways at LECOM, participation in the PCSP is voluntary; students self-select a pathway during their interview process for admission. After being accepted to LECOM, students matriculated into PCSP on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Descriptive data, including age, sex, entering grade point average (GPA), and Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) score, were collected for PCSP students and LECOM students as a whole. Data were extracted The PCSP program is, to our knowledge, the first accredited modern medical education program in the United States to have a 3-year predoctoral curriculum.
In the present study, we investigated the outcomes of PCSP graduates compared with graduates of the traditional 4-year osteopathic predoctoral curriculum. Specifically, we compared COMLEX-USA Levels 1 and 2-CE scores of PCSP graduates with national mean scores. In addition, we gathered data on PCSP graduates' pass rates for COMLEX-USA Level 2-PE and acceptance rates into primary care residency programs. We hypothesized that there would be no differences between scores of LECOM's PCSP graduates and national mean scores on COMLEX-USA Levels 1 and 2-CE. In addition, we predicted that the PCSP curriculum would foster a high first-attempt pass rate for COMLEX-USA Level 2-PE and a 100% acceptance rate into primary care residency programs. scores) as those of a 4-year curriculum. Limitations of our study included the small number of participants, the lack of randomization, the lack of long-term outcomes, and the lack of a control group or independent data from other osteopathic 3-year curricula. There was no bias in participant selection because students were self-selected into the program. These findings appear to buttress the validity of shortened predoctoral education programs.
The intent of LECOM's 3-year PCSP was (1) 
